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Oxhey Conservation Area 



Policy and Guidance Documents Relevant to Conservation Areas 	


 Local Plan Documents	



Core Strategy	


Development Management Policies	



Site Allocations	



Design Guidance Documents	

 Heritage Documents	



Character of the Area Study	



Shopfront Design Guide	



Residential Design Guide	



Conservation Areas 	


Management Plan	



Conservation Area Appraisals	



National List Descriptions	



Local List Descriptions	

Streetscape Design Guide	





Urban Design & Conservation Strategy	





Background	



First conservation area to be designated was in 
Stamford in 1967 (under the Civic Amenities Act).	



There are now nearly 10,000 conservation areas 
designated in the country – some cover just a single 
street, while others cover entire city centres (such 
as Norwich).	





Primary legislation covering the designation of new 
conservation areas is the Planning (Listed Buildings and 

Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 	



This states that: 	



“69.— 	


(1) Every local planning authority—	



(a) shall from time to time determine which parts of their area are 
areas of special architectural or historic interest the character 
or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance, 

and	


(b) shall designate those areas as conservation areas.	





Character of Area Study 	



Available to view for free at:   
www.watford.gov.uk/characterofarea 	





Character of Area Study 	



= X	



Document is designed to provide evidence about the 
existing character of an area. This evidence can then be 

used to ensure new development is appropriate.  	





Map of all 
the character 
areas across 

the entire 
Borough.	





Example 
pages: 	







Conservation Areas in Watford 



Oxhey Conservation Area  



1871 OS Map	







Church Road (Nascot)	

 Bedford Street (Nascot)	



Sutton Road (Estcourt)	

 King Street (High Street/King Street)	



Infill development in conservation areas 



Demolition prevented in conservation areas 

Queens Road (Estcourt)	

 Hempstead Road (Civic Core)	



Pinner Road (Watford Heath)	

 Heath Farmhouse (Grove Mill Lane)	





Conservation Area Appraisals 

Available to view for free at:   www.watford.gov.uk/conservationareas  



Oxhey Conservation Area Appraisal 

Dury & Andrews Map - 1766	


Land Sale Plan - 1856	



Examples of the content in the character appraisal:	





Conservation Areas Management Plan 

Based on: 

•  Issues raised in the 
Character Appraisal; 

• Issues raised through 
public consultation. 



Publicity	



Article 4 
Directions	



Advertisement  
Control	



Trees	



Enhancement 
Schemes	



Signage	



Boundary 
treatments	



Highways	


Street 
Furniture	





Street Clutter Audit 



Article 4 Directions 

•  There were four existing Article 4 Directions; 

•  New ones for conservation areas were made on the 
4th April 2013; 

•  Other ones made subsequently on employment 
uses on Clarendon Road and Locally Listed Buildings 

elsewhere in Borough.   



Article 4 Directions 

•  Article 4 Directions remove permitted development 
rights (i.e. forms of development that can be done 
without first obtaining planning permission from the 

local authority (Watford Borough Council).   

•  They have been targeted, so only the basic 
conservation area restrictions apply to some 

addresses in the Conservation Area.  



Article 4 Directions 

Commercial buildings (e.g. shops) and flats 

•  Limited permitted development rights compared 
with houses (i.e. need planning permission for 
various development – e.g. changing type of 

windows).  

• Article 4 Direction removes permitted development 
right to paint external elevations of buildings.  



Article 4 Directions 

Houses 

•  Some limits on permitted development rights due to 
conservation area designation (e.g. removing a 

chimney).  

• Article 4 Direction removes a number of additional 
permitted development rights. 



Article 4 Directions 

Part 1 	



•  Class A – enlargement, improvement or other 
alteration (e.g. replacing windows and front doors).	



•  Class C – any other alteration to the section of the 
roof that faces the street (e.g. roof lights).	



•  Class D – the erection or construction of a porch 
outside any external door.	





Article 4 Directions 

Part 2 	



•  Class A – the erection, construction, maintenance, 
improvement or alteration of a gate, fence, wall or 
other means of enclosure.	



•  Class C – the painting of the exterior of any building 
or work.	



•  Various other restrictions already apply (extensions, 
trees, chimneys, dormer windows, cladding, demolition, 
satellite dishes). 	





Article 4 Directions 

What to do?	



•  ‘Like for like’ repairs/replacements do not need 
planning permission.  	



•  Where an application is required:	


  Free pre-application advice is available.	


  The form can be downloaded for free online.	


  There is no application fee to pay the Council.	


  Existing application can be viewed for free to see 
what to do + there is guidance on the Council website.	







Typical planning 
application requirements  

•  Application form;	



•  Pictures of existing feature;	



•  A specification of the proposed replacement feature 
(supplier will typically provide these for free);	



•  A location plan (available to purchase online). 	



X3… BUT submit online X1	





How long does it take?  

 6 – 8 weeks for a planning     
application to be determined 	







Consultation 
> A public meeting was held regarding the proposed Oxhey Conservation Area and other planning issues in 
Oxhey on the 19th March 2012. This event, at St Mathew's Church Hall, was organised by the three local 

borough councillors and was publicised to all residents in the ward by the elected members via leaflet, via a 
council news release distributed to the local media and via the front of the Council website.	



 We sent letters to all addresses in the Oxhey Conservation Area regarding the proposed conservation area 
designation on the 19th September 2012.	



 Following the conclusion of the public consultation, we sent letters to all addresses in the Oxhey Conservation 
Area regarding the designation of the conservation area on the 19th February 2013.	



 We sent letters to all addresses in the Oxhey Conservation Area regarding the proposed Conservation Area 
Management Plan on the 4th April 2013.	



> A public meeting was held regarding the proposed Oxhey Conservation Area Management Plan on the 22nd 
April 2013. This event, at St Mathew's Church Hall, was organised by me and was publicised to all residents in 

the ward by the aforementioned letter (dated 4th April), by public notices and via the front of the Council 
website.	



 Following the conclusion of the public consultation, we sent letters to all addresses in the Oxhey Conservation 
Area regarding the adoption of the Conservation Area Management Plan on the 26th July 2013.	



> We sent letters to all addresses in the Oxhey Conservation Area regarding the proposed Oxhey Conservation 
Area Character Appraisal on the 6th February 2014.	





Question and answer session 


